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PROJECT OBJECTIVES 
 
As a Certified Local Government (CLG), the City of Boise completed this project through its Planning 
Department, in concert with the Boise Historic Preservation Commission (HPC), with the following objectives:  
 

• to meet CLG requirements of ongoing survey and preservation planning; 

• to provide the City and Boise residents with accurate and up-to-date documentation of resources 
within the historic close-in neighborhoods; 

• to provide the City and Boise residents with a basis for preservation planning within the study area; 

• to provide property owners with an understanding of the potential eligibility of properties; and 

• to update and amplify the existing body of documentation of Boise’s historic resources maintained by 
the Idaho State Historic Preservation Office (SHPO). 

 
 

METHODOLOGY 
 
The Aldape Heights Reconnaissance-Level Survey (RLS) included reconnaissance-level documentation of 

fifty-four residential properties.1 The project was completed in compliance with the Secretary of the Interior’s 
Standards for Identification and the latest survey guidance provided by the Idaho State Historic Preservation 
Office (SHPO). Field data collection took place in August 2018. All data and photographs were entered into 
the Idaho Historic Sites Database, from which the attached property list and statistical reports were generated.  
 
Research: Sanborn Maps, previous documentation at SHPO, and building permits were only minimally useful, 
as the area had not been previously surveyed and was originally outside the city limits. As such, plat maps 
county tax assessor data, historic aerials, USGS quadrangle maps, and city directories, along with oral history 
interviews with descendants and access to private family photograph collections served to be the most useful 
sources. 
 
Draft Idaho Historic Sites Inventory (IHSI) forms were submitted to SHPO in early January 2019. The 
consultant met with Idaho SHPO staff in June and July 2019 to confirm eligibility assessments. All final 
materials – database, report, photographs, and revised IHSI forms – were submitted August 2019.  

 

 
1 It should be noted this number is not to be confused with a building count, as some of these include ancillary buildings and/or 
secondary structures. 
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SURVEY AREA & SETTING 
 
The study area boundaries included the historic residential Aldape Heights area and seven additional abutting 
lots from the later Foothills East No. 1 subdivision. Reserve Street and Shaw Mountain Road access the 
moderately sized survey area that contains just over twenty-two acres and fifty-five lots, which are reached 
by curvilinear streets following the contours of the land. Roads in the subdivision take on Aldape Family 
names augmented by the Spanish prefixes for saint (San or Santa). A small, triangular park, Aldape Park, 
anchors the south end of the development. 
 
The irregularly shaped survey area encompassed the full extent of the Aldape Heights development as well 
as seven abutting lots that are part of the 1973 Foothills East No. 1 plat. The survey area was generally 
bounded by Shaw Mountain Road to the west, south and southeast, the east parcel lines of the east edge of 
the Aldape Heights Extension plat (five lots), and the south boundary of Military Reserve to the north.   
 
Setting 
The Aldape Heights survey area is characterized by mid-to-late twentieth century single-family residential 
development across relatively steep sloped terrain along mature tree-lined streets. The survey area features 
a relatively narrow assortment of architectural styles on each streetscape due to the short development period 
concentrated primarily between 1946 and c.1975.  
 
The majority of the survey area was platted between 1946 and 1955 and designed to respond to the contours 
of the sloped foothills terrain. Lot sizes and shapes vary considerably depending on platting design adjusted 
to respond to the grade and curvilinear streets. Asphalt-paved streets (no alleys), concrete curbs that vary 
between steep and shallow profiles, the inconsistent presence of concrete sidewalks, and stone retaining 
walls characterize the residential streetscapes. Street widths vary from sixteen feet in-width to about twenty-
eight feet in-width.  
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HISTORICAL OVERVIEW 
 
 

Residential Development in the Boise Foothills 

Shortly after the 1863 establishment of Fort Boise the townsite of Boise was laid out in the flat river bottom 

immediately to the southwest of the military post. U.S. Army development at the 640-acre Fort Boise Military 

Reserve was concentrated adjacent to the east-northeast of the new townsite leaving hundreds of acres of 

undeveloped foothills of the Boise Front within fort boundaries. Idaho statehood in 1890 resulted in a 

population boom for the Boise River Valley and the new capital city, which served as a regional hub. 

Development extended beyond the city’s original 160-block boundary and by 1895, a series of residential 

additions to the north and the east of expanded the footprint of Boise. However, the foothills’ treeless slopes 

remained largely unsettled but for the occasional homestead within one of the many drainages.  

 

Finally, late in 1905, a consortium of landowners and developers announced a plan for the first major 

development in the Boise foothills. Dubbed “Boise Heights,” the project proposed to populate 350 acres in 

the drainage east of Eighth and Brumback streets with “beautiful homes” and “winding avenues” to be 

accessed by the city’s streetcar system. Despite a flurry of optimistic newspaper articles, Boise’s first planned 

foothills development was never built.  

 

Accessing, leveling, and terracing the hillsides was, as reported by the Idaho Statesman, “a decidedly 

expensive operation…to perform on the face of nature up in those hills.” Though unsuccessful, the Boise 

Heights plan introduced concepts for foothills development that informed future projects. For example, its 

streets were to be “platted according to the lay of the land” and “entirely independent of the streets of the 

city,” new names would be given to the roads, and there would be “no effort to make the streets straight, but 

they [would] wind and curve as will suit the hills upon which they are to be made.” 

 

The failure of Boise Heights was followed by the anemic success of Hillside Addition, the city’s first suburb to 

extend into the foothills. Platted by Mildred Markson in February of 1908, Hillside Addition was limited to a 

short extension of Sherman Street east of Fifth Street above the Foster brickyard. While the street did see a 

modest gain in elevation above the valley floor, it merely continued the rectilinear grid and naming conventions 

of the existing plats abutting to the west. Hillside Addition was poorly received, and although lots were sold, 

many remained undeveloped for more than fifty years. Subsequent developments in the vicinity proved more 

successful, but they too (e.g. Shanks Subdivision (1939), Foster Heights Addition (1942), and others) simply 

lengthened the existing streets abutting to the south and west. Residential construction in these small 

developments along Ada and Resseguie streets was substantially completed by the late 1940s. 

 

After the close of World War II the first major foothill developments of the size and type first conceived four 

decades earlier with Boise Heights, finally began to take place. These early postwar neighborhoods in the 

lower foothills were primarily limited to smaller footprints (five to twenty-five acres) reached by steep streets 

and were variously rectilinear and extended the pattern of earlier additions. Among the first to feature 

curvilinear streets setting the subdivision apart as a uniquely designed subdivision was the 18-acre, 33-lot 

Aldape Heights, platted in 1946 by Joe and Flora Aldape just outside city limits at the east edge of town.  

 

Unlike earlier, smaller developments, which were typically financed by individual property owners, larger, 

corporate residential developments in the foothills began by the late 1940s. In September 1949, the Boise 

Hills Corporation, a subsidiary of the Simplot corporation, platted and constructed what was christened “Boise 

Heights No. 1,” delivering on promises made forty-five years earlier. This eighty-lot subdivision was the first 

of three phased plats and the first large development in the Boise foothills.  
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Large-scale building in the Boise foothills continued in “The Highlands” with the platting of hundreds of 

residential lots between 1955 and 1961 north of Hill Road’s intersection with Harrison Boulevard. Interspersed 

with integral commercial and institutional lots, The Highlands were among the early large developments that 

extended the city outwards and upwards into the Boise Front. 

 

Aldape Heights 

Platted by Joe and Flora Aldape in June 1946, Aldape Heights was possibly the first postwar subdivision in 

the Boise foothills and the only one south of the Military Reserve. While the neighborhood plat was surveyed 

and certified by Gordon C. Smith, a licensed civil engineer, family lore attributes the layout of neighborhood 

streets to Joe Aldape himself, who instructed earth-movers to follow his truck as he drove across the 

undeveloped site.  

 

Unlike many later and larger residential developments along the Boise Front, Aldape Heights was privately 

financed by Joe and Flora. Despite substantial Aldape Family land ownership a relatively short distance to 

the east-northeast, Joe personally acquired the eighteen acres comprising his plat above Boise’s East End. 

 

Subdivisions of this type and scale in the foothills were unknown before the World War II, and friendly sceptics 

labeled the new neighborhood “Aldape’s Folly.” An innate understanding of the intrinsic value and inherent 

potential of land and its ownership allowed Joe to look past these criticisms. He knew that the appeal of view 

lots overlooking Boise, the neighborhood’s easy access to Boise’s central business district and local schools 

(e.g. Roosevelt Elementary), and the freedom promised by the personal automobile would combine to spur 

interest in the development.  

 

  

Boise South, USGS Quadrangle, 1954 
Courtesy USGS.gov 

Aldape Heights 
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Aldape Heights Original 1946 Plat (Book 11, Page 0582) 
Courtesy Ada County Assessor Parcel Viewer Online 
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Joe and Flora were the first to build in Aldape Heights at what is now 650 N. San Jose Dr. Completed in 1946 

by contractors Larrondo and Whittig, the Aldape’s new home was quickly followed by that of business partner 

John Odiaga, who built right next-door at 630 San Jose Drive and brother-in-law Francis Boyd who built 

nearby at what is present-day 709 N. Santa Paula Place (nonextant; replaced in 2015). 

 

 

  

Joe and Flora Aldape House Under Construction, 1946 
Courtesy Aldape Family Collection 

Joe and Flora Aldape House, 650 N. San Jose, 2018 
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Although development of the new subdivision was not reported in the newspaper, the Aldapes and their 

neighborhood were known in the city. Property in Aldape Heights was promoted as “unusually attractive view 

lots” and were advertised as “ideally located for view(s) of Boise and (the) Boise Valley.” When Archduke 

Otto of Austria visited Boise in March of 1948, his itinerary included a brief visit to the “beautiful” homes built 

by some of the city’s Basque citizens on streets with Spanish names. The exiled heir to the Hapsburg Empire 

noted the development “indicated(ed) a great prosperity.” 

 

  

Odiaga House Under Construction, 1946 
Courtesy Aldape Family Collection 

Odiaga House, 630 N. San Jose, 2018 

Idaho Statesman, April 17, 1948  
Idaho Statesman, April 10, 1948 
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In 1955, Joe and Flora acquired an additional two acres abutting the east edge of their original development 

and platted Aldape Heights Extension, creating five new lots immediately east of Lot 32. At approximately the 

same time, much of Lot 33 was further subdivided into ten lots along a new cul-de-sac accessed from below  

and named Aldape Cove. 

 

Though established in 1946, the vast majority of 

development in Aldape Heights took place in the 

1950s. Of the thirty-eight lots comprising Aldape 

Heights and Aldape Heights Extension, at least 

twenty-five were built upon in the 1950s.2 Lots 

available in 1950 could be purchased for $1,000 

to $1,650. When completed homes in the 

neighborhood were offered for sale in the early 

1950s, prices ranged from $13,500 to $23,000. 

By 1960 over 86 percent of Aldape Heights had 

been built upon. 

 

Individual owners were responsible for the 

planning and construction of their own 

improvements, and no neighborhood covenants 

dictated the size or design of houses. Some lot 

owners hired architects while others relied on 

contractors to design and build their homes. 

Primary resources indicate only one architect 

(Duane Mitchell), but several builders, among 

which are the following (in chronological order of 

their documented activity in the neighborhood):  

• Larrondo & Whittig 

• DeMott & Rathbone 

• Boise Cascade 

• A.G. Henke 

• Transwestern Development 

• Paul White 

• Warren Lemmon/Lemmon Construction 

• Anderson Construction 

• Kayle Hobbs 

• CMS Homes 

Throughout Aldape Heights, the resulting 

residences reflected personal taste and budget 

as well as the influence of architectural 

aesthetics popular during the era in which they 

were constructed. Styles in the neighborhood 

exhibit a variety of midcentury design types from 

the Minimal Traditional-style clinker brick 

cottage of Joe and Flora to more modernistic 

ranch and contemporary homes elsewhere in 

the subdivision. 

 

Eight houses were occupied by 1950 and 

owners included close friends and relations of 

 
2 This includes both the original 1946 Aldape Heights plat and the 1955 Aldape Heights Extension. 

 
 

Aldape Heights Extension, 1955 Plat  
(Book 14, Page 0954) 

Courtesy Ada County Assessor Parcel Viewer Online 
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Joe and Flora. While buyers were not exclusively known to the Aldapes, the neighborhood adopted the 

characteristics of a family compound. Most original residents were composed of young families and their 

children played in the park at the center of the subdivision and in the adjacent undeveloped foothills. Joe was 

known to organize children’s games, races, and other communal activities and the Aldape House was central 

to neighborhood society. Social clubs, including the Basque Girls Club, met at neighboring houses, and 

events and programs for residents were hosted annually. 

 

Despite its proximity to the city center, when platted Aldape Heights was just outside Boise’s city limits, which 

required the Aldapes and subsequent owners to privately invest in the subdivision’s infrastructure. Early ads 

for land in the neighborhood noted a “good” “private pressure” water system. By 1959, that system had proved 

inadequate, and the Aldape Heights Improvement Association initiated a conversation among homeowners 

regarding the potential value of annexation into the city and the requisite access to Boise’s water and sewer 

systems along with fire protection services. Although annexation was postponed, property owners voted that 

December to establish the Aldape Heights Water and Sewage District. District voters quickly approved bond 

measures to construct a new 50,000-gallon storage tank followed by new water mains and fire hydrants.  

 

In addition to promoting infrastructure improvements, the Aldape Heights Water and Sewage District acted 

as a unifying voice for neighborhood residents in matters of collective interest. Ultimately, concern regarding 

fire protection forced annexation of the subdivision into the City of Boise. Discontinuation of fire suppression 

service in unincorporated southeast Boise in late 1963 would have required the formation of an Aldape 

Heights fire protection district. Instead, on December 23rd, the Boise City Council voted to annex both Aldape 

Heights and Boise Heights into the city, increasing Boise’s population by 342. 

 

As Boise’s population continued to grow, development interest in the foothills of the Boise Front kept pace. 

While major subdivisions had been platted in the hills north of Military Reserve in the postwar decades, Aldape 

Heights remained relatively isolated in the foothills south of the reserve. That changed in 1973 with the city’s 

simultaneous approval and annexation of the 157-acre Foothills East subdivision. Financed and constructed 

in nine phases by Danmor Development, Inc., Block Two of the project’s first phase abutted the southeast 

edge of Aldape Heights. San Felipe Drive provides access to the block’s seven lots and results in a natural 

association between these homes and the older subdivision to their west and northwest. 

 

In 1973, Warren and Judith Lemmon divided an undeveloped parcel at the top of Aldape Cove into four lots 

and coined it Lemmon Subdivision. The plat was a reapportionment of the upper part of Lot 33 in Aldape 

Heights.3 A builder, Lemmon constructed each of the four houses in his subdivision,4 along with the seven in 

the adjoining block of the Foothills East subdivision completing the second generation of home construction 

in the neighborhood.  

 

In September of 1976, in an effort to make emergency services more efficient and conform to a standardized 

city-wide system, the City of Boise renumbered houses throughout the subdivision with the exception of those 

along Aldape Cove.5 

 

 

Joe Aldape, Land Developer 

Joseph “Joe” Paul Aldape (1914-1975), was a native of Boise and the son of Basque immigrants, Felipe 

Aldape (1884-1974) and Maria Josepha (1893-1985). Felipe and Maria emigrated to Idaho in 1905 and 1911, 

respectively, and in 1911 married in Boise, where, for a time, they operated a boarding house (the 1930 

census lists Felipe as a hotel owner). Felipe’s lengthy career as sheep and cattle rancher prompted his 

acquisition of thousands of acres of land in the Cottonwood Creek drainage of the Boise Front leading to the 

summit which now bears his name. 

 

 
3 Joe and Flora Aldape’s niece, Judith, married Warren Lemmon in 1967. 
4 Present-day 1109, 1113, 1135, and 1139 E. Santa Maria Dr. 
5 Original addresses for each property surveyed are indicated on each IHSI form in the ‘Other Name’ field. 
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Felipe and Maria’s son, Joe Aldape, married Flora Dobaran (1919-2001) in 1940. Joe Aldape’s service in 

New Guinea for the U.S. Army during World War II earned him a Silver Star Medal for valor in combat. His 

early initiative to train as a butcher resulted in Aldape’s postwar partnerships in local produce and meat 

markets. He purchased the Boulevard Grocery on Main Street with John Subisaretta in 1945 before opening 

the Tip-Top Market at 13th and Main streets with John Odiaga in 1947. It is noteworthy that at the same time 

he was platting and partially developing Aldape Heights. 

 

With his father’s retirement in 1959, Joe left the grocery business to assume management of the Aldape 

ranch on the Boise Front. When urban encroachment disrupted ranching in the foothills, Joe sold the family 

cattle in 1969 to pursue a third career in real estate sales and development where he specialized in 

agricultural properties. 

 

 

  

Joe Aldape at his butcher shop, c.1948 
Courtesy Aldape Family Collection Joe Aldape and Flora, c.1940 

Courtesy Aldape Family Collection 
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DATA SUMMARY 
 
 
DATES OF CONSTRUCTION 
Using the information provided by building permits, newspaper accounts, county assessor records, city 
directories, oral histories, historic photos, and added secondary sources, as well as architectural style and/or 
building form, the consultant determined dates of construction for the resources surveyed. Analysis of the 
construction trends revealed all but seven of the surveyed resources to be close to or more than forty-five 
years of age.  

 

ESTIMATED DATE OF CONSTRUCTION 

ERA NUMBER OF RESOURCES 

1940s 6 

1950s 25 

1960s 4 

1970s 13 

1980s 2 

1990s 0 

2000s 0 

2010s 4 

TOTAL 54 

 
ARCHITECTURAL STYLES 

Architectural styles identified in the survey area follow the terminology recommended and accepted by the 

National Register of Historic Places program and Idaho SHPO. The residential building nomenclature relies 

heavily on McAlester’s A Field Guide to American Houses, which provides standard classifications of 

residential buildings by form and arrangement of features. Of the fifty-four properties surveyed, six reflect the 

Split-Level house form and over 81 percent exhibit a discernable architectural style or reflect clear stylistic 

influences. Among the styles represented are: Minimal Traditional (3 ea.), Ranch (30 ea.), Contemporary (10 

ea.), and Shed style (1 ea.).  

 

ELIGIBILITY 

All properties received an assessment of National Register eligibility.6 Of the fifty-four properties surveyed, 

only four were found to be nonhistoric and about 24 percent lacked eligibility due to loss of historic integrity. 

Those documented as nonhistoric are those constructed after 1980 and that do not meet National Register 

guidelines for exceptional significance. Unfortunately, the noncontributing buildings have only just recently 

lost integrity as a result of extensive remodeling and/or large additions.   

 

INTEGRITY RATING 
PERCENTAGE OF TOTAL 

RESOURCES 

Eligible/Contributing (37ea.)7 68.5% 

Not Eligible/Noncontributing (17ea.)8 31.5% 

 
6 It should be noted that several buildings categorized as Non-Historic/Out of Period retain excellent integrity from their original 
period of construction and, if maintained, may become eligible for listing in the National Register within a few years. 
7 Includes individually eligible properties. 
8 Includes nonhistoric/out of period properties. 
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RECOMMENDATIONS 
 

 

NATIONAL REGISTER OF HISTORIC PLACES LISTING(S) 

 

1. Aldape Heights Historic District 

The survey identified a clear concentration of mid-twentieth century dwellings that appear to be eligible 

as part of a NRHP historic district. The boundary of this grouping correlates to the full extent of the 

combined Aldape Heights and Aldape Heights Extension plats. (See eligibility map following page.) 

 

 

FUTURE SURVEY 

 

2. Foothills East Subdivision 

This 150+-acre 1973 plat warrants survey to ascertain NRHP eligibility, particularly as the dwellings 

therein are soon reaching fifty years of age and the East End Neighborhood Association is actively 

seeking preservation tools.  
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APPENDIX A 

LIST OF PROPERTIES SURVEYED 

 

I = Individually Eligible     C = Contributing to a District     NE = Not Eligible     NC = Noncontributing to a District 

C* = Potentially Contributing to an unconfirmed District 

 

ADDRESS 
INVENTORY 

NUMBER 
PROPERTY NAME 

CONSTRUCTION 
DATE 

POTENTIAL NRHP 
ELIGIBILITY 

1005 E ALDAPE CV ALDAPE-001 Parker, Lester, House c.1958 NC 

1006 E ALDAPE CV ALDAPE-002 Sky, Virgil, House c.1959 NC 

1011 E ALDAPE CV ALDAPE-003 Hartman, Howard, House 1963 C 

1012 E ALDAPE CV ALDAPE-004 Walke, William, House c.1959 NC 

1015 E ALDAPE CV ALDAPE-005 Patrick House 1970 C 

1019 E ALDAPE CV ALDAPE-006 Trude, Sara P., House 1972 C 

1022 E ALDAPE CV ALDAPE-007 Saltmarsh, Alfred, House 1955 I/C 

1025 E ALDAPE CV ALDAPE-008 Elston, Milo, House 1973 C 

1028 E ALDAPE CV ALDAPE-009 Jones, Kenneth, House 1955 C 

580 N SAN FELIPE DR ALDAPE-010 Bergquist, Kenneth, House 1975 C* 

588 N SAN FELIPE DR ALDAPE-011 Bennett-Stonestreet House 1975 C* 

604 N SAN FELIPE DR ALDAPE-012 White, Paul, House c.1974 C* 

617 N SAN FELIPE DR ALDAPE-013 Cambron, Ben, House c.1948 NC 

618 N SAN FELIPE DR ALDAPE-014 Monk, George, House 1975 C* 

632 N SAN FELIPE DR ALDAPE-015 Minnick House 1980 C* 

656 N SAN FELIPE DR ALDAPE-016 Minnick, Walter, House 1974 NE 

670 N SAN FELIPE DR ALDAPE-017 Davis House c.2017 NE 

629 N SAN JOSE DR ALDAPE-018 park 1946 C 

630 N SAN JOSE DR ALDAPE-019 Odiaga, John, House 1946 I/C 

650 N SAN JOSE DR ALDAPE-020 Aldape, Joe, House 1946 I/C 

700 N SAN JOSE DR ALDAPE-021 Olson, Carl, House 1952 C 

701 N SAN JOSE DR ALDAPE-022 Taylor, Clinton, House c.1972 C 

601 N SAN JUAN DR ALDAPE-023 Subisaretta, Gloria, House 1961 C 

615 N SAN JUAN DR ALDAPE-024 Sturgill, William, House 1955 C 

643 N SAN JUAN DR ALDAPE-025 Fifer, Robert, House 1959 C 

1104 E SANTA MARIA DR ALDAPE-026 Berg, Leslie, House 1954 NC 
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ADDRESS 
INVENTORY 

NUMBER 
PROPERTY NAME 

CONSTRUCTION 
DATE 

POTENTIAL NRHP 
ELIGIBILITY 

1109 E SANTA MARIA DR ALDAPE-027 Oliver, Stan, House 1975 NC 

1113 E SANTA MARIA DR ALDAPE-028 Call, Francis, House 1977 NC 

1124 E SANTA MARIA DR ALDAPE-029 DeMott, Kenneth, House 1952 NC 

1135 E SANTA MARIA DR ALDAPE-030 Schlechte, Myran, House 1974 C 

1139 E SANTA MARIA DR ALDAPE-031 Ryoppy, Harold, House 1974 C 

1140 E SANTA MARIA DR ALDAPE-032 Wiley, Milton, House c.1954 I/C 

1143 E SANTA MARIA DR ALDAPE-033 Paulson, Alfred, House 1963 C 

1147 E SANTA MARIA DR ALDAPE-034 Dieter, Leslie, House 1980 NC 

1148 E SANTA MARIA DR ALDAPE-035 Farr, Coridan, House c.1955 C 

1152 E SANTA MARIA DR ALDAPE-036 Anderson, Dean, House c.1958 C 

1156 E SANTA MARIA DR ALDAPE-037 Frantz, Carl, House c.1948 C 

1160 E SANTA MARIA DR ALDAPE-038 Peterick-Morgan House c.1951 C 

1164 E SANTA MARIA DR ALDAPE-039 Kelley, Arthur, House 1949 C 

709 N SANTA PAULA PL ALDAPE-040 Baughman House c.2015 NC 

714 N SANTA PAULA PL ALDAPE-041 Dieter, Leslie, House 1956 C 

715 N SANTA PAULA PL ALDAPE-042 Ryan, T.H., House c.1950 C 

720 N SANTA PAULA PL ALDAPE-043 Archibald, Jean, House 1959 C 

724 N SANTA PAULA PL ALDAPE-044 Copsey, Robert, House 1955 NC 

728 N SANTA PAULA PL ALDAPE-045 Thompson, Arlie, House 1959 C 

732 N SANTA PAULA PL ALDAPE-046 Tamura House c.2013 NC 

740 N SANTA PAULA PL ALDAPE-047 Arriola, Henaro, House 1954 C 

743 N SANTA PAULA CT ALDAPE-048 Hulme, Harold, House c.1952 C 

746 N SANTA PAULA CT ALDAPE-049 Wyatt, Jacob, House 1959 C 

755 N SANTA PAULA CT ALDAPE-050 Burkhard, James, House 1954 C 

761 N SANTA PAULA CT ALDAPE-051 Hutchison House c.2017 NC 

1000 E SHAW MOUNTAIN RD ALDAPE-052 LaRiviere, Vincent, House 1959 NC 

1110 E SHAW MOUNTAIN RD ALDAPE-053 Canavan House c.1950 NC 

1116 E SHAW MOUNTAIN RD ALDAPE-054 Gray, Jim, House 1969 C 
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T he highlands are home to more than 290 species, some rare By Craig Quintana T he Idaho
Statesman Animals eat better in the Foothills today than they did 40 years ago. T he amount of
forage for deer, elk and other game has doubled or tripled since measurements taken in the
1960s, said Jerry Scholten, a habitat biologist for the Idaho Department of Fish and Game who
oversees the Foothills. In some ways, it had to. T he wintering herds of elk and deer used to come
into the Boise River Valley, going as far as Deer Flat near Nampa. Urbanization pushed the animals
into the hills, which now are critical habitat for 6,060 mule deer. T he Foothills ecosystem is home to
more than 290 species of wildlife, among them migrating raptors and neotropical birds. Bald
eagles are known to use the sagebrush areas to scavenge winter-killed big game. In the early
1990s, BSU biologists discovered that the Foothills were an important stopover for birds moving
toward Central and South America. T wo human-influenced factors -- fire and development -- could
affect the migration, said Greg Kaltenecker, director of the Idaho Bird Observatory, a program of
Boise State University. Researchers have observed fewer birds inhabiting recently burned areas,
where grassy vegetation has replaced the native scrubs. T he fires are human-related, either
directly, like the 1996 8th Street fire, or indirectly through habitat degradation, Kaltenecker said. "I
think the more that the areas are claimed and developed, it will certainly have more of an impact
on migrant birds," he said. T he Foothills are home to three rare plants -- Aase's onion, Mulford's
milkvetch and slick-spot peppergrass -- which could go extinct if the shaky populations here are not
maintained. T he plants are distributed along the Boise Foothills, in Emmett and some in Weiser.
Because the populations are small and vulnerable to fire and man-made disturbances, they could
disappear, said Ann Debolt, a Bureau of Land Management botanist. "Look at where it is," DeBolt
said of the onion on a recent hike. "It's in these Foothills north of a rapidly growing city." T o offer
story ideas or comments, contact reporter Craig Quintana at 377-6439 or
cquintana@boise.gannett.com T he Boise Foothills are home and habitat for a wide variety of
animals and plants. But the story of the Foothills environment is largely a story of the way humans
have used and misused it through the years, from grazing to development to motorcycling to
mountain biking. In some ways, the Foothills environment faces great threats in other ways, it's in
better shape than it was half a century ago. Fire has always been a part of the Foothills
environment, but overgrazing and the invasion of non-native plants have made modern fire more
damaging to the fragile landscape and more costly for the humans who must deal with the
erosion, floods and mud that follow. T he Boise Foothills attracts many recreationists, from
mountain bikers to hikers to pet owners, as seen this spring in the Hulls Gulch Nature Preserve.
T he plant life Aase's onion Slick-spot pepper grass Mulford's milkvetch T hree rare plants have
significant populations in the Foothills. Rare member of the pea family, discovered by Isabel
Mulford in the Foothills in 1892. Populations are in decline, primarily from habitat destruction. T his
member of the mustard family, discovered in Canyon County about 100 years ago, was thought to
be extinct until found in the Foothills in 1972. T he Dry Creek Rock Shelter, which sits on private land
in the western Foothills, has been dated at 3,500 years old and was used by some of the area's
earliest residents. Intense livestock grazing begins, harming the environment of the lower Foothills
and making the area more fire-prone by encouraging the growth of easily burned exotic grasses.



T he U.S. Army occupies the Boise Barracks in 1863 and formally establishes the post in 1873. It
has two areas: the 637 acres where its buildings stand (today the site of the Federal Building) and
the watershed area, which the army hoped to ditch and pipe for the post's water supply, (today,
the Military Reserve). James Pollard opens a Boise warm springs resort behind T able Rock. T he
attraction later was taken over by Milton Kelly and known as Kelly's Hot Springs. T he Old
Penitentiary at the base of the Foothills east of downtown is built as the territorial prison, before
Idaho is a state. Many of the buildings on the grounds were built by the prisoners from sandstone
quarried from T able Rock. Foothills sandstone is later used to build the Idaho Capitol. T he Hillside
Addition, the first Foothills development, begins. First major Foothills developments. Home lots
platted without overall drainage and grading plans, and runoff from individual parcels often floods
neighbors, according to city records. Some of the projects include: Rogers Heights and Aldape
Heights, 1946 Lancaster T errace No. 1, 1948 Hillside No. 1, 1949 Highland No. 1, 1955 Highlands
Nos. 2 and 3, 1956. A major Foothills fire is followed by what has been estimated to be at least a
50-year storm event. T he resulting flood causes 10-inch-deep mud flow into the North End, East
End and downtown Boise. G.W. Services, a sister company to Boise Water Corp., announces plans
for 1,250 homes in and above Hulls Gulch. A coalition of environmentalists, the North End
Neighborhood Association, Boise City and the federal government raise $1.1 million to buy land
from the developer, establishing the Hulls Gulch reserve after 60 homes are built. T he second
major expansion of development into the Foothills begins with construction of Boise Heights, the
Highlands, Foothills East and Warm Springs Mesa subdivisions. Some of the key previous Foothills
developments include the projects along 36th Street, Hill Road, Plano Lane and Pierce Park Lane.
T he Boise City Metro Plan is developed and the decision made to allow Foothills development, but
not encourage it. T he production and use of domestic geothermal wells cuts off Boise's hot
springs because of a resulting drop in well pressure. T he U.S. Census Bureau counts 8,151
residents in the Foothills. Hulls Gulch Interpretive T rail is designated, protecting the area from
motorized vehicle use. T he Boise Front Coalition forms to protect the Foothills, or Boise Front, and
works to mediate the increasing conflicts between recreational users and landowners. T he group's
work gains national attention and leads to better law enforcement in the hills and creation of the
Ridge to Rivers program. T he U.S. Census Bureau counts 9,456 residents in the Foothills and 4,305
housing units. Sparked accidentally, the 8th Street fire consumes 15,300 acres, or 22 square miles,
encompassing all of Hulls Gulch and a large part of Bogus Basin. T he amount of land burned is
larger than the Lucky Peak fire of '59. Public agencies spend $3.3 million to reduce erosion and
restore the watershed. Results from Census 2000 show 17,666 Foothills residents, a 46 percent
increase over the previous decade. T o offer story ideas or comments, contact reporter Craig
Quintana at 377-6439 or cquintana@boise.gannett.com Natural Resources Conservation Service
T he Foothills provide critical winter range for a herd of mule deer estimated at more than 6,000
animals. Slopes below 4,500 feet are important for survival. Some Rocky Mountain elk winter in the
hills. T he numbers vary between a few hundred and a few thousand with a few year-round
residents. T he bald eagle, the nation's symbol, winters along the Boise River and Foothills. A variety
of owls, hawks, merlins and other birds of prey also migrate there. T he hills are a major stopover
for migrating birds, including warblers, flycatchers and vireos, which attract raptors. Coyotes,
bobcats, muskrats, raccoons, skunks, badgers and foxes are among the mammals inhabiting the
area. Black bears, whitetail deer, mountain lions and pronghorn antelope are among the
uncommon big game in the area. Biologists suspect that gray wolves may live in the Foothills, and
sightings have increased. T heir presence has not been confirmed. T he onion's population in the
Foothills is thought to be half of all the Aase's onions in the world."
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